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IN  THE 


Extracts  from  those  Portions  of  the  Constitution  and 
By-Laws  which  refer  to  the  Qualifications  for,  and 
Election  to,  Membership  in  the  Society. 


It  being  evident,  from  the  steady  decline  of  a  proper  celebra- 
tion of  the  National  hohdays  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
that  popular  concern  in  the  events  and  men  of  the  War  of  the 
Revolution  is  gradually  declining,  and  that  such  lack  of  interest  is 
attributable,  not  so  much  to  the  lapse  of  time  and  the  rapidly 
increasing  flood  of  immigration  from  foreign  countries,  as  to  the 
neglect,  on  the  part  of  descendants  of  Revolutionary  heroes,  to 
perform  their  duty  in  keeping  before  the  public  mind  the  memory 
of  the  services  of  their  ancestors,  and  of  the  times  in  which  they 
lived ;  therefore,  the  Society  of  the  Sonq  of  the  Revolution  has 
been  instituted  to  perpetuate  the  memorjj^Qf  the  men  who,  in  the 
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military,  naval,  and  civil  service  of  the  Colonies  and  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  by  their  acts  or  counsel  achieved  the  indepen- 
dence of  the  country,  and  to  further  the  proper  celebration  of  the 
anniversaries  of  the  birthday  of  Washington,  and  of  prominent 
events  connected  with  the  War  of  the  Revolution ;  to  collect  and 
secure  for  preservation  the  rolls,  records,  and  other  documents 
relating  to  that  period ;  to  inspire  the  members  of  the  Society 
with  the  patriotic  spirit^  of  their  forefathers ;  and  to  promote  the 
feeling  of  friendship  among  them. 

MEMBERSHIP. 

Any  male  person  above  the  age  of  twenty- one  years  shall  be 
eligible  to  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution,  who  is 
descended  from  an  ancestor,  as  the  propositus,  who,  either  as  a 
military,  naval,  or  marine  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine,  or 
official  in  the  service  of  any  one  of  the  thirteen  original  Colonies 
or  States,  or  of  the  National  Government,  representing  or  com- 
posed of  those  Colonies  or  States,  assisted  in  establishing  American 
Independence  during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  between  the 
19th  day  of  April,  1775,  when  hostilities  commenced,  and  the 
19th  day  of  April,  1783,  when  they  were  ordered  to  cease; 

Provided,  That  when  the  claim  of  eligibility  is  based  on  the 
services  of  an  ancestor  in  the  "  Minutemen  "  or  "  militia,"  it  must 
be  satisfactorily  shown  that  such  ancestor  was  actually  called  into 
the  service  of  the  State  or  United  States,  and  performed  garrison 
or  field  duty ;  and 

Provided  further,  That  when  the  claim  of  eligibility  is  based  on 
the  service  of  an  ancestor  as  a  "  sailor  "  or  "  marine,"  it  must  in 
like  manner  be  shown  that  such  service  was  other  than  shore  duty 
and  regularly  performed  in  the  Continental  navy,  or  the  navy  of 
one  of  the  original  thirteen  States,  or  on  an  armed  vessel,  other 
than  a  merchant  ship,  which  sailed  under  letters  of  marque  and 
reprisal,  and  that  such  ancestor  of  the  applicant  was  duly  enrolled 
in  the  ship's  company,  either  as  an  officer,  seaman,  or  otherwise 
than  as  a  passenger ;  and 

Provided  further,  That  when  the  claim  of  eligibility  is  based  on 
the  service  of  an  ancestor  as  an  "  official,"  such  service  must  have 
been  performed  in  the  civil  service  of  the  United  States,  or  of  one 
of  the  thirteen  original^  States,  and  must  have  been  sufficiently  im- 
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portant  in  character  to  have  rendered  the  official  specially  liable 
to  arrest  and  imprisonment,  the  same  as  a  combatant,  if  captured 
by  the  enemy,  as  well  as  liable  to  conviction  of  treason  against  the 
Government  of  Great  Britain. 

Service  in  the  ordinary  duties  of  a  civil  office,  the  performance 
of  which  did  not  particularly  and  effectively  aid  the  American 
cause,  shall  not  constitute  ehgibility ; 

Provided  fm-ther^  That  when  there  shall  be  no  surviving  issue 
in  direct  lineal  succession  from  an  officer,  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine 
who  died  or  was  killed  in  actual  service  as  aforesaid,  or  from  an 
officer  who  received,  by  formal  jesolve,  the  approbation  of  the 
Continental  Congress  for  revolutionary  services,  or  from  a  signer 
of  the  Declaration  of  Independence,  the  claim  of  eligibility  shall 
descend  and  be  limited  to  one  representative  at  a  time  in  the 
nearest  collateral  line  of  descent  from  %wqS\  propositus,  who  may 
be  otherwise  qualified  as  herein  required,  and  to  be  designated  by 
the  Society  j  and  no  other  descendants  in  collateral  lines  shall  be 
admitted  in  right  of  any  services  whatever. 

In  the  construction  of  this  article,  the  Volunteer  Aides-de-Camp 
of  General  Officers  in  Continental  service,  who  were  duly  an- 
nounced as  such,  and  who  actually  served  in  the  field  during  a 
campaign,  shall  be  comprehended  as  having  performed  qualifying 
service. 

The  civil  officials  and  military  forces  of  the  State  of  Vermont, 
during  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  shall  also  be  comprehended  in 
the  same  manner  as  if  they  had  belonged  to  one  of  the  thirteen 
original  States. 

No  service  of  an  ancestor  shall  be  deemed  as  qualifying  service 
for  membership  in  the  Sons  of  the  Revolution  where  such 
ancestor,  after  assisting  in  the  cause  of  American  Independence, 
shall  have  subsequently  either  adhered  to  the  enemy,  or  failed  to 
maintain  an  honorable  record  throughout  the  War  of  the  Revo- 
lution. 

ARTICLE    III. 

ADMISSION    OF    MEMBERS. 

No  person  shall  be  admitted  to  membership  unless  he  shall 
have  first  made  written  application  therefor,  approved  by  two 
members  over  their  signatures. 

Members  shall  be   elected  as  follows  :  Candidates  shall  send 
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their  respective  applications  and  documents        m,,,,!,,,,, , 

qualification    for   membership,    through    the        0  011  710  518  0 
Board  of  Managers,  which  is  authorized  to  judge  of  the  merits  of 
an  application  in  such  manner  as  it  may  deem  best.   Upon  a  favor- 
able decision  of  said  Board,  and  upon  payment  of  the  initiation 
fee,  appHcants  shall  thereupon  become  members  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE     IV. 

INITIATION    FEES,    DUES,    ETC. 

The  initiation  fee  shall  be  five  (5)  dollars;  the  annual  dues 
five  (5)  dollars  :  provided^  That  any  member  who  shall  have  been 
elected  during  the  last  three  months  of  the  fiscal  year  shall  not  be 
required  to  pay  the  annual  dues  for  the  current  fiscal  year.  The 
payment  at  one  time  of  fifty  (50)  dollars  shall  constitute  a  life 
membership.  The  payment  at  one  time  of  one  hundred  (100) 
dollars  shall  constitute  a  perpetual  or  endowed  membership,  and 
upon  the  death  of  the  member  so  paying  the  membership  shall  be 
held  by  his  eldest  son,  or  such  other  descendant  from  the 
ancestor  from  whom  he  claims  as  he  may  nominate ;  in  failure 
of  such  nomination  having  been  made  the  Society  may  decide 
which  one  of  the  descendants  shall  hold  the  membership  :  pro- 
vided always^  that  the  Society  reserves  to  itself  the  privilege  of 
rejecting  any  nomination  that  may  not  be  acceptable  to  it.  All 
those  holding  life  or  endowed  memberships  shall  be  exempt  from 
the  payment  of  the  initiation  fee  and  annual  dues. 

After  the  annual  meeting  a  dinner  shall  be  served,  the  expense 
of  which  will  be  paid  for  from  the  funds  of  the  Society. 


Applications  for  Membership  must  be  made  upon  the  Blanks  set  forth 
by  the  Society.    ^1  i'"   |  [^---Ttinn  ru;3°*-frl8mfltf^-r  "''F^*'*r*'^"«-° 


For  Blanks,  etc.,  address 

HENRY   DEXTER   WARREN,  Secretary, 

HOTEL    BERKELEY,   BOSTON,   MASS. 
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